
 
 
 
 

Chaoulli v. Québec 
ACTION ALERT 

    
Dear Citizen, 
 
The recent Supreme Court ruling struck a blow to the heart of Canada’s Medicare system. 
 
Four of seven Supreme Court justices ruled that the remedy to waiting times in the public system is to 
grant a constitutional right for those who can afford private medical insurance to jump the queue. The 
majority decision argues forcefully for the rights of private health insurers while at the same time arguing 
that the poor have no constitutional right to health care. The decision is a perversion of Canadian values 
and is likely in violation of international human rights law. 
 
Canadians don’t believe in the values expressed in the Supreme Court's Chaoulli v. Quebec decision. 
Waiting time problems need to be fixed in the public system so that all Canadians have equal and timely 
access. Health is a human right. 
 
We agree with Prime Minister Martin’s recent comments:  
 

"The way you avoid all of the problems of a two-tier system, which we see in the United States, 
for example, every single day, is to make sure your public health-care system is very, very 
strong.…Health care should not be based on your pocketbook, it should be based on 
need.” (Canadian Press, June 21, 2005). 

 
But words are not enough. Faced with the Supreme Court intervention, concerted action is         
urgently required. 
 
Strategic investments are needed to reduce wait times and increase the number of health care providers. 
Other essential reforms include: 
 

 *  improved access to safe and effective drugs 
 *  improved primary care 
 *  expanded home care 
 *  a national strategy on health human resources 
 *   the same physician cannot practice in both the public and private systems 

 
Public funding for health care must be invested in the public system not for private care  These new    
investments must, in the words of Roy Romanow: “buy change”. 
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Wait time reduction strategies will fail without a plan to stem privatization of delivery.  
 
Two-tier health care siphons scarce human resources from the public system. We have a shortage of 
nurses, physicians, radiologists, technicians, etc in the public system. Every health professional that 
leaves the public system to work in a private, parallel system, increases wait times and erodes the 
public system. 
 
The obligation is on governments to fix what they broke through previous funding cuts. Canadians 
want the problems in the public health care system fixed. They don’t want the system dismantled. 
 
In light of the serious threats to Canada’s public health care system, the government of Canada must: 
 

1. Recommit to defend the right of all Canadians to universal and equal access to health 
services, regardless of ability to pay. This includes tracking public funds to ensure 
they are invested in care not profits. 

 
2. Develop benchmarks for waiting times and strategies for applying them to ensure 

timely access and to conform with the Canadian Charter and other human rights law. 
 
3. Work with provincial and territorial governments to ensure their Medicare laws    

protect equality of access with equal terms and conditions and shield health insurance 
and service delivery from commercialization and international trade agreements,    
including NAFTA and the GATS. 

 
4. Enforce compliance with the Canada Health Act and stem the tide of privatization 

that undermines the objectives of the Act and threatens the viability of Medicare. 
  

Continued … 

Contact information for Premiers, Provincial Health Ministers and 
Federal Members of Parliament can be found on the following pages >>

Visit, Write, Phone, Fax or Email  
your politicians today !! 

 

Right Honourable Paul Martin 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 
Tel: (613) 992-4211 
Fax: (613) 941-6900 
Email: pm@pm.gc.ca 

 

The Honourable Ujjal Dosanjh 
The Federal Health Minister 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 
Tel: (613) 957-0200 
Fax: (613) 952-1154 
Email: Minister_Minstre@hc-sc.gc.ca 

Download the new Canadian Health Coalition Backgrounder 
on the Chaoulli Supreme Court decision. It is available on 
our website at:  www.medicare.ca 



PREMIERS  
The Honourable Ralph Klein 

Premier of Alberta 
307 Legislature Building 

EDMONTON, Alberta   T5K 2B7 
Tel: (780) 427-2251 
Fax: (780) 427-1349 

Email: Premier@gov.ab.ca

The Honourable Gordon Campbell 
Premier of British Columbia 

P.O. Box 9041, Stn. PROV GOVT 
Victoria, BC   V8W 9E1 

Tel: (250) 387-1715 
Fax: (250) 387-0087 

Email: premier@gov.bc.ca

The Honourable Lorne Calvert 
Premier of Saskatchewan, 226 Legislative Building 

REGINA, Saskatchewan   S4S 0B3 
Tel: (306) 787-9433  
Fax: (306) 787-0885 

Email: premier@gov.sk.ca

The Honourable Gary Doer 
Premier of Manitoba, Legislative Assembly of Manitoba 

Room 204, Legislative Building 
450 Broadway, WINNIPEG, Manitoba   R3C 0V8 

Tel: (204) 945-3714 
Fax: (204) 949-1484  

Email: premier@leg.gov.mb.ca

The Honourable Dalton McGuinty 
Office of the Premier of Ontario, Queen's Park 

TORONTO, Ontario   M7A 1A1 
Tel: (416) 325-1941 
Fax: (416) 325-3745 

Email: Dalton.McGuinty@premier.gov.on.ca

Très Honorable Jean Charest 
PREMIER MINISTRE DU QUÉBEC 

835, Boulevard René-Lévesque Est, 3e étage 
Québec, QC   G1A 1B4 

Tel: (418) 643-5321 
Fax: (418) 643-3924 

Email: premier.ministre@cex.gouv.qc.ca

The Honourable Danny Williams 
Premier of Newfoundland, Confederation Building, Box 8700 

ST. JOHN'S, Newfoundland   A1B 4J6 
Tel: (709) 729-3570 
Fax: (709) 729-5875 

Email: premier@gov.nl.ca

 
The Honourable Bernard Lord 

Premier of New Brunswick 
P.O. Box 6000, Centennial Building 
FREDERICTON, N.B.    E3B 5H1 

Tel: (506) 453-2144  
Fax: (506) 453-7407 

Email: premier@gnb.ca

The Honourable John Hamm 
Premier of Nova Scotia 
One Government Place 

7th Floor, 1645 Granville St. 
P.O. Box 726 

HALIFAX, Nova Scotia   B3J 2T3 
Tel: (902) 424-6600  
Fax: (902) 424-7648 

Email: premier@gov.ns.ca

The Honourable Pat Binns 
Premier of Prince Edward Island 

P.O. Box 2000 
CHARLOTTETOWN, PEI                                       

C1A 7N8 
Tel: (902) 368-4400 
Fax: (902) 368-4416 

Email: pgbinns@gov.pe.ca

The Honorable Dennis Fentie 
Premier of the Yukon 

P.O. Box 2703 
Whitehorse, Yukon   Y1A 2C6 

Tel: (867) 667-8660 
Fax: (867) 393-6252 

Email: dennis.fentie@gov.yk.ca

The Honourable Joe Handley 
Premier of the Northwest Territories 

Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories 
P.O. Box 1320 

Yellowknife, NT   X1A 2L9 
Tel: (867) 669-2311  
Fax: (867) 873-0279  

Email: joseph_handley@gov.nt.ca

The Honourable Paul Okalik 
Premier of Nunavut 

P.O. Box 2410 
Iqaluit, Nunavut 

X0A 0H0 
Tel: (867) 975-5050  
Fax: (867) 975-5051  

Email: premier@gov.nu.ca 
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PROVINCIAL HEALTH MINISTERS 

The Honourable Iris Evans 
Minister of Health and Wellness, Government of Alberta 

#107 Legislature Building, 10800 - 97th Avenue 
Edmonton, AB   T5K 2B6 

Tel: (780) 427-3665 
Fax: (780) 415-0961 

Email: iris.evans@assembly.ab.ca

The Honourable George Abbott 
Minister of Health Services, Government of British Columbia 

STN PROV GOVT, Victoria, BC   V8W 9E2 
Tel: (250) 953-3547 
Fax: (250) 356-9587 

Email: george.abbott.mla@leg.bc.ca

The Honorable John Nilson 
Minister of Health, Government of Saskatchewan 
#361 Legislative Building, Regina, SK   S4S 0B3 

Telephone: (306) 787-7345 
Facsimile: (306) 787-8677 

Email: minister@health.gov.sk.ca

The Honourable Tim Sale 
Health Minister of Manitoba 

Government of Manitoba, Room 302, Legislative Building 
450 Broadway, Winnipeg, MB   R3C 0V8 

Tel: (204) 945-3731 
Fax: (204) 945-0441 

Email: minhlt@leg.gov.mb.ca

The Honorable George Smitherman 
Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care 

Government of Ontario, 80 Grovener Street, 10th Floor 
Toronto, ON   M7A 2C4 

Tel: (416) 327-4300 
Fax: (416) 326-1571 

Email: gsmitherman.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

The Honorable Monsieur Philippe Couillard 
Ministè de la Santé et des Services sociaux 

Cabinet de la Ministre, 1075, chemin Sainte-Foy 
Québec, QC   G1S 2M1 

Tel: (418) 266-7171 
Fax: (418) 266-7197 

Email: ministre@msss.gouv.qc.ca

The Honourable John Ottenheimer  
Minister of Health and Comminuty Service 

Government of Newfoundland, Confederation Building      
P.O. Box 8700, St. John’s, NFLD   A1B 4J6 

Tel: (709) 729-3124 
Fax: (709) 729-0121 

Email: JOttenheimer@mail.gov.nl.ca

The Honorable Elvy Robichaud 
Minister of Health and Wellness 

Government of N.B., Carleton Place, PO Box 5100 
Fredericton, NB   E3B 5G8 

Tel: (506) 453-2581  
Fax: (506) 453-5243 

Email: lv.robichaud@gnb.ca

The Honorable Jamie Muir 
Minister of Health. Dept. of Health 

Government of Nova Scotia 
P.O. Box 488, Halifax, NS    B3J 2R8 

Tel: (902) 424-3377 
Fax: (902) 424-0559 

Email: healmin@gov.ns.ca

The Honorable Chester Gillan 
Minister of Health and Social Services  
Government of Prince Edward Island 

Jones Building, 2nd Floor, 11 Kent Street, P.O. Box 2000 
Charlottetown, PEI   C1A 7N8 

Tel: (902) 368-4900 
Fax: (902) 368-4969 

Email: jcgillan@gov.pe.ca

The Honorable Peter Jenkins 
Minister of Health & Social Services 

Government of Yukon, P.O. Box 2703 
Whitehorse, Yukon   Y1A 2C6 

Tel: (867) 667-5806 
Fax: (867) 393-7400 

Email: peter.jenkins@gov.yk.ca

The Honorable Michael Miltenberger 
Minister of Health and Social Services 

Government of the Northwest Territories 
P.O. Box 1320, Yellowknife, NT   X1A 2L9 

Tel: (867) 669-2355 
Fax: (867) 873-0169 

Email: michael_miltenberger@gov.nt.ca

The Honorable Edward Picco 
Minister of Health and Social Services 

Government of Nunavut, P.O. Box 2410 
Iqaluit, Nunavut    X0A 0H0 

Tel: (867) 975-5020  
Fax: (867) 975-5095  

Email: epicco@gov.nu.ca  
 
 

  MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
 

  For contact information for your  
   Member of Parliament, call: (613) 992-4793 
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