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Every developed country with a universal
health care system provides universal
coverage of prescription drugs

... except Canada!



Hall Commission 1965

National Forum 1997

Romanow 2002
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Out-of-Pocket
23%

Public
Drug Plans
42%

Private
Drug Plans
35%

$31 billion
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Source: Angus Reid Institute, 20:






i "
- - T *
e
-
— ——E——r
h |

Not an ordinary market



Inextricably tied to health care



Patients are often vulnerable



Effects are difficult to determine



Firms have market power






Coverage matters



Purchasing power matters
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