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About the public opinion survey

• Conducted by Abacus Data for the Canadian Health Coalition

• Based on two surveys conducted from July 9 to 20, 2026, involving a combined 
sample of 3,000 Canadian adults
• 1,500 in Alberta and 1,500 rest of Canada

• The margin of error for a comparable probability-based random sample of the same 
size is ±1.79 percentage points, 19 times out of 20



1. Most Canadians are quite concerned about the future 
of public health care



2. Long ER waits, workforce shortages, and access to 
providers—major concerns



3. Universal public health care is a core value in Alberta 
and across Canada





4. Alberta’s U.S.-style reforms are advancing with very 
little public understanding of the significance



5. Once Bill 11 is explained to Canadians, the 
majority oppose it



6. Canadians are concerned about U.S.-style, private-pay 
health care spreading to other provinces



7. Alberta women, lower-income households, and even 
United Conservative voters are concerned about Bill 11



8. Across every area polled, Canadians are 
concerned about the consequences of Bill 11



9. Canadians and Albertans strongly favour evidence-
based public solutions to reduce wait times





The takeaway

• Canadians and Albertans believe strongly in evidence-based public 
solutions to health care wait times and the principle of universal access

• Canadians everywhere do not want US-style health care

• Canadians are very concerned about health care becoming another 
household expense

• The Alberta gov’t is pushing a policy direction that is not aligned with the 
research evidence nor does it have support in Alberta and across Canada
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Thank you!

The CCPA is a charitable research 
institute and depends on individual 
supporters


	Slide 1: What do Canadians think about public and private health care?  Nine key insights from a new national poll
	Slide 2: About the public opinion survey
	Slide 3: 1. Most Canadians are quite concerned about the future of public health care
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: 8. Across every area polled, Canadians are concerned about the consequences of Bill 11 
	Slide 12: 9. Canadians and Albertans strongly favour evidence-based public solutions to reduce wait times 
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: The takeaway
	Slide 15: Thank you!

